
2016 Winter News Letter  

First and foremost Iôd like to thank all of the sponsors, committee members, DSAMôs board, 

our volunteers, and staff who helped to make the 2016 STEP UP for Down Syndrome walk a 

tremendous success. Most importantly I want to thank the families; DSAM would not be what 

it is without our amazing families. We had over 3,000 people sign up. Our MC Brandon Artiles 

from Local 24 Memphis Cares did an amazing job hosting the event with our own Larry    

Dodson! Also, I would like to thank Cindy Robb, our board president, for her continued     

support and Nancy Loggins, who works day in and out finding us volunteers who are        

dedicated and hard working. A great time was had by all and I am truly honored to have been 

a part of this wonderful event! I can not thank everyone enough for the time and effort put in 

to make this event the success it was. Thank you all very much. 

-Martine Hobson, Executive Director- 

 

Presenting  Sponsor  

òThe members of the CBU community were honored to 

partner with the DSAM to host a most successful walk. 

 The weather was spectacular, only topped by the           

enthusiasm of the participants.  We hope this will be the 

start of a new tradition. ò 

 

 - John Smarrelli Jr. Ph.D.  

  President of Christian Brothers University  

 

 

Supporting & Event Sponsors  

Weõre very proud to contribute to this cause, but probably more 

than anything weõre inspired by what those of you with Down 

syndrome give to us.   I like to remind you every year that the 

Greeks called you ôkommatia tou Theouõ (kommatia tou Qeou)- 

òpieces of God,ó and we continue to be inspired by the quality of 

your love and the magnificence of your courage.                      

Thank you so much.  

    -Gary Lee                                                                                    

     Southland Park Gaming & Racing  
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Congratulations  
to our Top Teams  

Top Ten Largest Teams 
1) #TeamCarter 
2) WTFS Walkers  
3) ^z}rlyÖ~ęYz{p 
4) John T & Emily B Tigers  
5) [pyylÖ~ę[z¤ 
6) Goin Gray 
7) SpyÖ~ęS}trlop 
8) SwlvpÖ~ęSl  lwtzy 
9) Double the LOVE  
10) czoÖ~ęclnp}~ 

 
Top Fund Raisers  

#TeamCarter 
[pyylÖ~ę[z¤ 
Goin Gray 

Double the LOVE  
WTFS Walkers  
]lõ}tpÖ~ę]plrõpę 
e¤wp}Ö~ęe}zz{~ 

Laney Bugs 
Monkeying Around with Mia  

WtyyÖ~ęW}tpyo~ 
 

 
 
 
 
Phil Hagood  
Lisa Jacola 
David Elliot  
John Simmons 
Stone Powell  
Martine Hobson  
Karen Richards  
Jeff Allen  
Marva Gumbel 
Kathie Gouge 
Nancy Thielemier 
Ray Karasek  
Brenda Farley  
Jamila Morrow  
Steve Baucum 
Sonya Oliver  
 
 

 
 
 
 

John Wintermantel  
Cindy Robb: Chair  
Kay McLaughlin  
Donna Hardin  
Lisa Lock  
Kristie Rosenblum  
Catherine Person  
Diane Morrow  
Gail Brown  
Kay French  
Thomas Kirk  
Vonetta Cleaves  
Bridget Joy  
Nancy Loggins: Co-Chair 
John Stamps 
 

A Big Thank You To Our  
Wonderful Committee Members 
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Thanks to our sponsors who made 2016õs STEP UP a Huge Success: 

Southland Park  

Local 24 Cares  

CBU  

Landers  

Holmes Group  

The BRAT  

Scott & Susan Plunkett  

Caesars Entertainment  

Pediatrics East  

Good Life Choir  

MidSouth Solutions  

Thomas & Betts  

Lamar Outdoor  

Independent Bank  

The Lori Siegal Family  

Monogram Foods  

SRVS  

Kendra Scott  

Solutions Medical  

Chick -Fil -A 

 

Incredible Pizza  

International Paper  

Enterprise Truck Rental  

Strategic Financial Partners  

Smoothie King  

McDonalds  

Disney  

Kemmons Wilson  

Heinz  

BRIMS  

Baptist  

Best Buy Winchester  

iLS  

Total Concept Graphics  

Air Serv  

Al Chymia Shrine Clowns  

Baddour Center  

Cash In A Flash  

Coca -Cola  

Cordova Civitan  

Costco  

Dirt Cheap Ice  

Easy Way  

FedEx Services  

IPOP  

Little Caesarõs Pizza 

Mattress Firm  

Mississippi River Kings  

Prairie Farms  

Pepsi  

P3i Systems  

Ray Byler  

Shelby County Mayors Office  

Sonic  

Speak Creative  

Wendyõs 

 

 

Although weôve just finished up with the 19th annual STEP 

UP for Down Syndrome we are already gearing up for our 

Get Down and Derby Gala. 

Mark your calendar for May 6, 2017 to celebrate our    

beautiful Gala event, Get Down and Derby! 

Not only that, weôve started working on the 20th Step Up for 

Down Syndrome Walk. There are dozens of planning and       

organizing opportunities.         

Contact 901-547-7588 or admin@DSAMemphis.org       

and weôll get you busy! 

Thank you in advance for helping 

DSAM to support and empower 

people with Down Syndrome and 

their families. Your support helps 

DSAM fulfill our  

mission through:  

 

§ Funding educational seminars & social events. 

§ Providing conference stipends & support     

services for families, 

§ Providing information for families with newborn 

babies born with Down Syndrome, 

§ Providing  Down syndrome Specialist  

      training for teachers, 

§ Advocating for rights of individuals with  Down 

syndrome, 

§ Promoting Leadership & volunteer                

development. 

§ Maintaining the DSAM office and Staff 

§ Providing reading & tutoring programs  

§ New parent support & education 

Get Down and Derby 2017  

Already Needs YOU!  



The Partners in Progress Award was created in 2002 by the Down Syndrome Association of Memphis & the 

Mid -South as a way to recognize individuals, groups or organizations who have shown exceptional efforts to in-

clude individuals with Down Syndrome and other disabilities in the community. The awardõs name was changed 

to the Lori M. Siegal Partners in Progress Award in 2006 to celebrate and honor the life -long efforts of Ms. 

Siegal to increase awareness of Down syndrome within the community. Siegal was the first self advocate elected 

to the DSAM board of directors and was the 2005 co -chair of the Buddy Walk. The recipients of  this award for 

2016 are the Germantown Municipal School District, and Mrs. Lisa Stewart, a teacher at Overton High School.  
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Brandon Artiles: MC  
John Smarelli Jr. Ph. D: President of 

CBU and his daughter Kristina  Larry Dodson: MC  

Senator Brian Kelsey  Fred Astaire Dance Studio  Company D Dance troupe  

Calendar Of Events  

 

Tuesday, December 6 at 6pm: Holiday Moms night out! Join us at the home of Martine and Laurie Hobson in             

Germantown, for the most exciting Moms night out of the year! Enjoy great food, gifts, and friends. Bring an appetizer or a  

dessert as well as a wrapped gift ($15) for the gift exchange. RSVP by December 5th at admin@dsamemphis.org or call the   

office (901) 547-7588. 

 

Saturday, December 10 from 6 -9pm: Join us for our annual Holiday Party at Teton Trek at the Memphis Zoo, 2000 

Prentiss Place, Memphis, TN 38112. The party will be a òCome and Goó Event to allow families more time to enjoy Zoo Lights. 

Your  entrance to the Holiday Party includes: Appetizers, Drinks, Desserts, Cookie Decorating at Teton Trek, Zoo Lights, and a 

visit with Santa at Zoo Lights. *Families Must Enter at the Wolf Gate**Tram will bring you directly from Wolf Gate to Teton 

Trek*.  

There is no charge for individuals with Down syndrome and their immediate family members. Extended family and friends are 

welcome to attend for a charge of $ 15 per person.   Tickets are required for entry to this special event and you must enter the 

Zoo at the Wolf Gate (not the main gate). Tickets must be reserved online at dsamemphis.org/holidayparty  by Monday,    

December 5th.   **TICKETS WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE AFTER THIS DATE**  

Germantown  

Municipal  

School District  

Mrs. Lisa Stewart  

Overton High School  


