
MARLEY’S STORY 

Life is full of curveballs.  The greatest curveball life ever threw my wife and I came on July 8th, 2015 when 

our daughter Marley Grace Greer was born. Marley, who is now 2.5 years old, was born with Down 

syndrome. And just like anyone else, she can accomplish anything she sets her mind to, but there are 

times where extra resources are needed to help guide her down that path.  One advantage Marley has is 

her incredible mother Rachel, who happens to be an Occupational Therapist at LeBonheur Children’s 

Hospital. On top of that, she directly benefits from many of the various programs The Down Syndrome 

Association of Memphis & The Mid-South (DSAM) offers and chances are she will benefit from many 

more in the future.  

Thanks to you and your generous donations, Rachel and I have access to a monthly new family brunch, 

multiple specialist education trainings every year, advocacy trainings, online resources, local newsletters 

letting us know about every upcoming DS-related event in the area and access to tons of other events 

and fundraisers to meet other families and community members who also have a connection to down 

syndrome. All of these services are free of charge because of your generous donations. As an example, 

the education sessions and parent workshops give us access and information to top talent from around 

the Country who come to the Mid-South to teach and educate parents, extended family and our support 

network of friends about the latest on all things related to down syndrome.  And this is just one 

example.  As Marley transitions into a toddler, a teenager and an adult, the DSAM has programs that will 

be available to her throughout her life, offering her support programs such as: Reading Is Key, The Self-

Advocate Program, The Vocational Rehab & Employment Services Program, along with countless other 

programs.  

Without your support, these resources would not be available to our daughter. But the need for 

expansion at the DSAM is needed, which is why we are beyond excited to announce that this year we 

are launching our Capital Campaign: Building Dreams for Down Syndrome, One Brick at a Time, with a 

goal of raising $500,000!!!This initiative will allow DSAM to secure a new home to expand our programs 

and continue providing much needed services and resources, free of charge, for our families. We are 

growing and expanding, which is a great problem to have, but we need the appropriate amount of space 

to do so!  In order to continue making a difference in the lives of individuals with Down syndrome, it is 

vital for this year's Capital Campaign to be a success. There are many ways to support this cause: 

 Join our Capital Campaign committee 

 Start a Step Up team/Donate to a current team 

 Volunteer 

 Spread the word to local businesses 

 Donate to our Capital Campaign 

 

Every parent wants to give their children as many resources and advantages to succeed as possible. 

While it may take Marley longer to accomplish some tasks, there is nothing she cannot achieve that any 



neurotypical person can. Thanks to your donations and programs supported by the DSAM, our Marley is 

given many of the same advantages as every other child. 

So on behalf of my wife and I, we just want to say thank you. Thank you for funding and supporting 

causes that directly benefit ourselves and our sweet Marley, as well as so many others in our incredible 

Community. If you have not had a chance to donate, we ask that you please consider giving to this 

wonderful organization’s capital campaign. Any donation, no matter how big or small, is greatly 

appreciated. Provided below is a link to the capital campaign website which has all the information you 

need to learn more about this worthy cause.  I ask that you take some time to also browse the DSAM 

website, as you will likely find one or more programs that also directly benefit someone you may know; 

whether it is a friend, family member, community member or someone you work with.  

With sincere thanks and appreciation,  

Joshua, Rachel and Marley Grace Greer  

https://dsamemphis2013.sitewrench.com/capital-campaign 
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